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1, The Dottrin of Reprobation (Now fet up by Dr. Edwards) is moft Injurious to 


God. 


5, Hence the Lutherans Accus’d the Calvinifts of Worfhiping the Devil. 


3. The Fuftice of God Vindicated from 


Cruelty, And Free-will Demonftrated. 


4. Yet we have no Power of our felves to Help our felves. 


5. The Neceffity of Grace. 
6. No Excufe for thofe who Ref it. 





WEDNESDAY, Anguft 6. 1707. 





Great Deal of 

Dr. Edwards his 
Moderation lait time, Maffer, which I have 
been tumbling over in my Mind ever fince. 
Let the Scotch and Dutch Presbyterians Re- 
form our Doéfrin, and take away our Free- 
will, that is, Transform Us into fomething 
Worfe than Brurés, who plainly difcover a 
Freedom of Eleétion in their Aétions, Let 
them make God the Auther of Sin. And His 
punifhment of the wicked to be meerly Arbi- 
trary, to Condemn Men to Eternal Flames, 
for thofe Sixs which he had put out of their 
Power to Avoid ! Nay to, Create them on Pyr- 
pofe to make them thus AGferable ! The very 
Repeating it Frights me! Tt feems all Blaj- 
phemy to me ; to Reprefent the Infinit Geod- 
nefs and Father of Mercies, in the Colours of 
Cruelty it Self, that you cou’d not Exceed it 
in the Defcription of the Devil ! 


(2.) Rehearfal. Therefore the Lutherans 


(1.) Country-man. Y < fhew’d me a 


‘have Charg’d the Calviniffs with Worthiping 


the Devil. For, fay they, we fee not the 
Perfon of God, or of the Devil. Therefore 
we Defcribe them by their Qualities, And 
if we make Ged more Cruel than the Devil, 
we make Him worfe than the Devil. And 
we Worfhip the Devil under the Name 
of God. For it is not the Word God that 
we Worfhip, but what we Afean by it. The 
Heathens did Sacrifice to Devils, and not to 
God, yet they call’d thofe Devils by the Name 
of Gods, 


(3.) Country-m. But Ged is Call’d a Cans 
fuming fre and a Terrible God, 1s ther not 
fomething of Cruelty in this ? 

Rehearf. You eafily Apprehend the Diffe- 
rence betwixt Juftice and’ Cruelty. God is 
Juftice, but ther is nothing of Crue/ry-in His 
Nature. Cruelty is Delighting in the A4:ery 


Committed. As Envy is Repining at the 
Profperity of another, let him Deferve it ne- 
ver fo well; for an Envious man caiinot 
Endure to fee any other in a better Con- 
dition than himfelf. But none of thefe can 
be in God, ° 
Country-m. Now 1 underftand. ‘God puni- 
fhes in Fuftice, as he is the Supreme Fudge 
of ‘the World. But if he made Creatures on 
Purpofe to Damn them, this has all the 
Notion we can have of Cruelty. And if He 
put it out of their Power not to Six, and 
left them no Free-Will to Chufe whether they 
wou'd Siz or not, I fee not how this can 
be Reconcil’d to’ Fuftice. Therefore I think 
that no Creature is Capable of Sinming but 
what has Free-will, Sin’ being the Inclining 
of my Wil to Evil and not to Good. Which 
if I have no Power to do, I can neither 
do Good nor Evil. I have no Title-to Re- 
ward, nor am J lyable to Pusifhment. And 
what a feft woy’d it be in you, if you 
fhou’d pretend to Argue with me, to Pro- 
mife or Threaten, to Perfwade me to do 
fuch a thing, if you knew beforehand 
that it was Jmpofible for me to do it ? 
fuppofe you fhou’d Tye me hand and foot, 
throw me into a Prifon, and Lock the 
Doors faft upon me, then fet Fire to it, 
and Preach to me in at the Window, 
and ufe moft Pathetical Exhortations to 








of another, without any Regard to a Fanle 


me to Come out, and why woud I ftay 
there to be Burn’d? And fhou’d. Swear to 
me, as F Live I dont defire your Death, © 
nor have any Pleafure ix it; And fhou’d 
Promife ‘me great Rewards if I wou’d come 
out;.wou’d not this be Infulting my A4- 
fery, and the greateft Aggravation of Cru. 
elty that is poflible to be imaging ? Yer 
this is the Notion thefe Rigid Caloinifts 
woud have us Entertain of the Goodye/s 
of God, of all His gracieus Promifes, and 
of His ‘Threatnings to us, if we forfake not 
our Jniquities and Deliver avr felves out 
Of 




































of that Prifon,and Bondage of Sin into 
which we had Caft our felves, by our 
Habitual Wicked Courfes. 

This is the Cafe, as they put it. 
I have made it Eafie to my felf to Ap- 
prehend it, by this Familiar Example 
have given, that I fee it before my Eyes, 
and Deteft and .Abbor it! 


(4) But ftill I have a Queftion to ask 


upon this Point. We fay in the Collett} 


for the Second Sunday in. Lent, That we 
baveno Power of our ye to Help our. felves. 
Is not this the Café I put of the Pri/on? 
Rebearf. Yes, fully. “If. we Confider our 
Help as only from our felves. When Man 
had Fallen by his Rebellion againft God, he 
was no ways Able to Deliver himfelf either 
from the Dominion of Sin, or from the 
Prifon of Death to which it was Doom’d. 
But Chrift our Bleffed Saviour enter’d into 
that Prifon in our Nature, and in our ftead, 
and’ made full Satisfattion for all the Sins 
of that Nature; to be Apply’d to all 
who laid hold upon it, by a True and Live- 
ly Faith, and a fincere Repentance for their 
Sins, He open’d the Prifon-Doors, and 


Preach’d Deliverance to All whowou'd Ac-|. 


cept of His Salvation. 


(5) And to thofe who are Wiking, He 
gives the Affiftance of His Grace, to help 
their Jnfirmities. And this is Neceffary to 
all the Adtions of our Life, Without this, 
we can neither do a Good Deed, nor think 
a Good Thought. So that all the Glory is 
{till to Him. Yet fomething is ftill left for 
Us to do. We muft Work with Aim be- 
caufe He Works in us both to Wi and to 
Do. 

Country-m. Thus then I take it. If 1 
Manure my Ground never fo well, yet 
without the Sw it will not Bear. On the 
other hand, if I do aot Prepare my Ground, 
the Sun will not bring a Crop I did not 
Sow. Nay it is the Syn too which, with 
my Laboar, do’s Prepare’ the Ground, and Fit 
it to Receive the Seed. So that in Effe& 
all is from the San, both to Prepare the 
Earth, and Enable it to bring forth the 
Seed. Yet our Labour is neceflary, not as 
what Produces any thing, but only to Re- 
move what Hinders the Produétion. 

Now I compare the Suz to the Grace 
of God, without which we can do nothing 
And our Working, tho’ it can Produce no- 
thing of it felf, yet it Prepares the Heart 
to Receive the Influence of the Sun of 
Righteoufnefs. So that, as St. Paul faith, 
he that Planteth is nothing, nor he that 
Watereth, but God who giveth the Encreafe. 
And this was the the Baptifm of Repen- 
tance St. Fobn Baptift was fent to Preach, 
to turn the Hearts of the Fathers to the 
Children, and the Heart of the Children to 
their Fatbers, to foften the Greund of the 
Heart, to take out thofe Stones and Hard- 





And] 


 fifts, Nip 


nefs which wou'd Hindet it to Receive 


the Seed of the Gofpel. For who are py oof 
againft even Natural Affettion, are Deaf to 
all the Charmes of the Golpel. And thic- 
was truly Preparing the wey to our Saviour, 


Ii to Fit and Difpofe Men to Receive pi, 


Self: Denying Dottrin. This is a Prevensiny 
and Preparing GRACE; which who OR. 
the Seed in the Bud, and bring 
no Fruit to Perfection. . 


(6-) In vain then do thefe Unproftabl 
Servants Plead their own want of Strenoth 
as an ‘Excufe, while they Refift that Grace 
which is offer’d them tor an Help. Sup. 
pofe I was Lame, and cou’d not go where 
my Life depended wtpon it. But then 3 
Coach was offer’d me, with all Conveni. 


ence to Carry me; and I fhou’d Refufe it, : 


Cou’d I plead my Lamenefs as a Defence 
for me? Or, which is more Abfard, cov’ 
{ fay, it was not in my Power toyAccepe 
it? Or that he who offer’d ic, did not 
Really Jmend it? All this Banter and Blaf- 
phemy thefe Predeftinarians put upon the 
Great God. 


ADVERTISEMENTS: 


Acrifice the Divine Service, from the Cy 
venant of Grace, to the Confummation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of England: 
To which is prefix’d a Letter to the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie; Chan. 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the King. 
dom of Jreland. 
Gyo (but I hope not) telling what will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa 
fional Letter. 
Te Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathi 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book inti 
Moderation a Vertue. 


Ei Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defence, 


from a Speech cry’d about. the ftreets 
in his Name, and faid to have been fpoken 
by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 
againft Occafional Conformity. 


Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland*con- 


taining a full and Impartial Account 

of the Revolution in that Kingdom, begun in 

1§67. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 

M S. By Her Majefty’sHiforiographer for the 
Kingdom of Scotland. - 

Parallel between the Faith and Doétrine 

of the prefent Quakers, and that of the 

Chiet Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 

And alfo a Parallel betwen Quakerifm and Popery. 


Two Sticks made One, Or, The Devil 


‘upon Dun. ; 
A Collection of papers concerning what 
hath been Tranfaéed in the Convocation. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
A Schifm, Toleration, cc. In a Letter 
to a Friend. 
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